
The Gospel of John: Chapters 11 -16 
From the Raising of Lazarus to Jesus’ Final Discourse 

The Death of Lazarus & Raising of Lazarus Chapter 11 
The Raising of Lazarus is the 7th and final sign in the book of signs and begins a shift in tone for John’s 
Gospel. Much of what unfolds in this chapter is to prefigure the 8th sign, Jesus’ own resurrection. The 
chapter begins with Jesus aware that Lazarus is dying and waits to see him “because he loved them.” In 
this chapter the dialogue and characters are very important. We see Thomas, Martha, and Mary all have 
speaking roles, and some heft dialogue between them and Jesus. Thomas only has few speaking parts in 
the John’s Gospel and after he hears that Lazarus is dead he says “LET US GO DIE WITH HIM” which 
when held in contrast with his last speaking part is very interesting. Martha has a substantial dialogue 
with Jesus, although John doesn’t do much character development and he does enough referencing that 
he almost assumes you know who Martha and Mary are from the other Gospels. The dialogues in 
Chapter 11 reveal a lot of the personalities of the characters. Martha goes UP to Jesus and confronts 
him, this is fitting given what we know about her in Luke’s Gospel. Mary, however, is more passive and 
stays at home, when Mary talks to Jesus, Martha tells her that Jesus is calling her. Mary conversation is 
much more passive than Martha’s, however both sisters make the same claim “Lord, if you would have 
been here my brother would not have died.” Following Mary’s conversation with Jesus the Gospel says 
that Jesus gets angry, or “perturbed” [in the NAB translation]. He gets emotional, to the point where 
Jesus himself cries. The emotion present in Chapter 11 is stunning. Jesus eventually goes to raise 
Lazarus, and Martha speaks out of turn. She says “Surely there will be a stench” and Jesus chastises her, 
before bringing Lazarus back from the dead.  
 
The chapter ends by connecting the 7th and final sign of the book of signs and the eventual 8th sign that 
will happen about a week or two later. The Chief priest was not happy about this and was now 
determined to put Jesus to death.  
 
A Week Before Passover Chapter 12 
Here we see Jesus at supper with Martha, Mary, and Lazarus the night before Palm Sunday (Jesus’ 
Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem). There are many parallels with this and what will happen 6 days later. 
On the night(s) before Jesus is to be glorified (1)Palm Sunday…2) Good Friday) Jesus has supper with 
friends. Judas is present at both and is worried about money. Here we see even more detail into the 
personalities of the characters, with Mary pouring expensive nard on Jesus, and Judas getting defensive. 
John gives an explanation for Palm Sunday, in that the great crows followed Jesus because they saw the 
final sign, the raising of Lazarus. There is correlation with this and with the healing of the official’s Son in 
chapter 4, in that they only believe because the saw a sign. Very shortly they will turn on him.  
 
We see Philip and Andrew again together, the last time we saw that was at the feeding of the 5,000. The 
Greeks represent that Jesus is about to save everyone, not just the Jews. Jesus tells Philip, his COO, that 
the HOUR HAS COME. Jesus is essentially saying “Things are about to get real…”  
 
The Last Supper (which probably occurred the night before Good Friday) Chapter 13 
Chapter 13 begins a 4 chapter explanation of the events that occurred on the night of the Last 
Supper. Ironically enough, of all the information given in John’s gospel about the Last Supper, 
there is not institution narrative. (This is my Body… This is my Blood)  
 



It begins with the washing of the feet, in which Peter speaks. Peter feels unworthy to have his 
feet washed, Jesus tries to tell him that’s the whole point. Here there is a direction connection 
between baptism and confession with this text.  
 
Following the washing of the feet, Jesus tells them that he will be betrayed. John tells us that he 
is resting at the chest of Jesus. Now, meals were commonly celebrated in a reclining position, 
but the fact that John reveals that about himself is a testament to the intimacy that John had 
with Jesus. Even Peter who was appointed to be in charge, asks John to ask Jesus who it will be.  
 
Jesus says that it is Judas. Judas was the only one of the 12 apostles to come from wealth and 
was in charge of the money bag. Although we has dining with Jesus at the last supper, he had his 
mind on something else. Verse 13:27 is very telling.  
 
The chapter ends with Jesus alluding that Peter, although will not betray him, will however deny 
Him.  
 
The Final Discourse- Chapters 14-16  
In chapter 14 we hear several of the apostles get a speaking part, Thomas asks “how can we 
know the way?” Philip asks “Lord show us the Father”, the other Judas asks “ Lord, how is that 
you will manifest yourself?” and these questions are used as spring boards so Jesus can unload 
all this wisdom to his disciples. Jesus has a lot to get off his chest before he goes and dies, this is 
the last chance to ask questions.  
 
These chapters are filled rich statements from Jesus. Famous sayings such as “I am the vine, you 
are the branches” & “Let your hearts not be troubled.” So many of these sayings are taken out 
of context. It’s important to remember WHEN Jesus said these things. These were said less than 
24 hours before he dies.   
 
The Holy Spirit is directly brought up as the third person of the trinity.  
 
In chapter 15 we see a distinction the word World. It has two meanings in John’s gospel, a positive 
meaning and negative meaning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We Must Be Both Peter and John 
 
From the treatise on John by Saint Augustine, bishop 
Two kinds of life 
The Church recognizes two kinds of life as having been commended to her by God. One is a life of faith, the 
other a life of vision; one is a life passed on pilgrimage in time, the other in a dwelling place in eternity; one is 
a life of toil, the other of repose; one is spent on the road, the other in our homeland; one is active, involving 
labor, the other contemplative, the reward of labor. 
 
The first kind of life is symbolized by the apostle Peter, the second by John. All of the first life is lived in this 
world, and it will come to an end with this world. The second life will be imperfect till the end of this world, 
but it will have no end in the next world. And so Christ says to Peter: Follow me; but of John he says: If I wish 
him to remain until I come, what is that to you? Your duty is to follow me. 
 
You are to follow me by imitating my endurance of transient evils; John is to remain until my coming, when I 
will bring eternal blessings. A way of saying this more clearly might be: Your active life will be perfect if you 
follow the example of my passion, but to attain its full perfection John’s life of contemplation must wait until 
I come. 
 
Perfect patience is to follow Christ faithfully, even to death, but for perfect knowledge we must await his 
coming. Here, in the land of the dying, the sufferings of the world must be endured; there, in the land of the 
living, shall be seen the good things of the Lord. 
 
Christ’s words, I wish him to remain until I come, should not be taken to imply that John was to remain on earth 
until Christ’s coming, but rather that he was to wait because it is not now but only when Christ comes that 
the life he symbolizes will find fulfillment. On the other hand, Christ says to Peter: Your duty is to follow 
me, because the life Peter symbolizes can attain its goal only by action here and now. 
 
Yet we should make no mental separation between these great apostles. Both lived the life symbolized by 
Peter; both were to attain the life symbolized by John. Symbolically, one followed, the other remained, but 
living by faith they both endured the sufferings of this present life of sorrow and they both longed for the 
joys of the future life of happiness. 
 
Nor were they alone in this. They were one with the whole Church, the bride of Christ, which will in time be 
delivered from the trials of this life and live forever in the joy of the next. These two kinds of life were 
represented respectively by Peter and John, yet both apostles lived by faith in this present, passing life and in 
eternal life both have the joy of vision. 
 
And so for the sake of all the saints inseparably united to the body of Christ, to guide them through the 
storms of this life, Peter, the chief of the apostles, received the keys of the kingdom of heaven with the power 
to bind and loose sins; and for the sake of those same saints, to plumb the depths of that other, hidden life, 
John the evangelist reclined on the breast of Christ. 
 
For it is not only Peter but the whole Church that binds and looses from sin; and as for the sublime teaching 
of John about the Word, who in the beginning was God with God, and everything else he told us about 
Christ’s divinity, and about the trinity and unity of the Godhead, which now, until the Lord comes, is all like a 
faint reflection in a mirror, but which will be seen face to face in the kingdom of heaven—it was not only 
John who drank in this teaching that came forth from the Lord’s breast as from a fountain. All who belong to 
the Lord are to drink it in, each according to his capacity, and this is why the Lord himself has spread John’s 
gospel throughout the world 


